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SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM IN JOENSUU, CAPITAL OP NORTH 
KARELIA 

CONTINUING HIS PROGRAM OF BICENTENNIAL VISITS TO PROVINCIAL 
CAPITALS AND OTHER MAJOR CITIES IN FINLAND, AMBASSADOR AUSTAD 
AND 4 EMBASSY OFFICERS VISITED JOENSUU PEBRUARY 11-12. 

THE PROGRAM ORGANIZED JOINTLY BY USIS, THE CITY AND LOCAL 
CHAPTER OF THE FINNISH-AMERICAN SOCIETY INCLUDED MEETINGS WITH 
THE GOVERNOR OP THE NORTH KARLIA PROVINCE, THE MAYOR AND 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOENSUU CITY COUNCIL, THE RECTOR OF JOENSUU 
UNIVERSITY, LOCAL LABOR AND BUSINESS LEADERS. 

IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT, CAO, PO, LAB. ATT. AND ECO. OPFICER 
GAVE TOTAL OP 8 LECTURES TO OVER 2,000 GYMNASIUM STUDENTS. 

ONE OF MORE INTERESTING ASPECTS AMBASSADOR'S VISIT WAS MEETING 
WITH LOCAL LABOR LEADERS. COMMUNIST CHIEF STEWARD FOR CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS UNION ASKED AMBASSADOR SERIES OF QUESTIONS ON U.S., 

PREFACING HIS QUESTIONS WITH COMPLAINT THAT NOT ENOUGH IS KNOWN 
ABOUT U.S. IN FINLAND AND THAT T.V. AND FILMS GIVE DISTORTED 
PICTURE. CHIEF STEWARD AND AMBASSADOR GOT INTO LIVELY GIVE AND 
TAKE WHICH ENDED WITH STEWARD THANKING AMBASSADOR FOR HIS 
FORTHRIGHT ANSWERS. CHIEF SHOP STEWARD OF METAL WORKERS UNION, 

ALSO PRESENT AT SESSION, THANKED AMBASSADOR FOR HIS EFFORTS 
ON BEHALF OF FINNISH ICEBREAKERS. 
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THEATER BY LOCAL CHAPTER EINNISH-AMERICAN SOCIETY, WHICH FEATURED 
SPEECHES BY AMBASSADOR, U.S. HISTORIAN BILL COPELAND, ENTER- 
TAINMENT BY LOCAL MENS CHOIR AND USIS PROVIDED FOLK SINGER TIM 
STEFFA. GOVERNOR, MAYOR, CHAIRMAN OF CITY COUNCIL ALL ATTENDED 
CEREMONY. 

AT DINNER HOSTED BY CITY, WHICH CONCLUDED AMBASSADOR'S VISIT, 
JOENSUU'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC MAYOR GAVE MOVING SPEECH EMPHASIZING 
VIRTUES OF U.S. AND QUOTING FROM DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN 
BOTH FINNISH AND ENGLISH. 

PRESS COVERAGE WAS IMPRESSIVE. BOTH LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, TOTAL 
CIRCULATION 59,000, GAVE FRONT PAGE COVERAGE TO AMBASSADOR'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE, REMARKS AT MAIN EVENT AND VISIT IN GENERAL. 
LARGEST NEWSPAPER CARRIED PRE- VISIT INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR. 
AUSTAD 
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